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JacobeanDramawasadarkform dramainEnglishliterature.Itwasa

periodofJames1(1603-1625),wasalsoknownasJacobeanTheatre.

AlthoughShakespearewasstillwritingmajorworksuntilaround1611,

theleadingdramatistofthisJacobeanperiodwasBenJonson.Another

notedJacobeanplaywrightincludedJohnMarston,ThomasMiddleton,

Thomas Heywood,John Ford,Thomas Dekker,CyrilTourneurand

SamuelRowley.

Incomedy,theElizabethanconcernwithcharacterizationandromantic

lovebegantogivewaytoavagueforharshsatireandincreasedrealism

from about1610.Jacobeantragedyshowsasimilarobsessionwiththe

ideaofmoralcorruption;examplesincludeWebster’sTheWhiteDevil

(1612)and The DuchessofMalfi1619,aswellasBeaumontand

fletcher’sTheMaid’sTragedy1610.Theplayswhicharehorrifically

violent,displayagenerallycynicalandpessimisticoutlookonlife.From

1605JonsoncollaboratedwithIngojonestocreatetheextravagantand

scholarlycourtmasquesbelovedbyJames1andhisqueen.



JacobeandramawasperiodofaveryshorttimeinEnglishliterature

whichwasnotverypopularandalsonotreceivedenoughappreciation

as Elizabethan dramas had gained.That’s why the existence of

Jacobeandramawasvanishedveryquicklyfrom thecontextofEnglish

literature.

TheElizabethanagewasthegoldenageofEnglishdrama.Butwiththe

turnofthecentury.ThedramainEnglishalsotookaturn.Itdoesnot

meanthattherewerenodramatistsleft.Therewerecertainlyalarge

numberofthem,butnoneofthem couldcomenearShakespeare.

IntheElizabethanperiod,dramawaspatronisedbythefeudallords,but

from thetimeoftheassessionofJames1,dramatiststotallydepend

ontheking,thequeenandtheroyaldomination.thedramatistswholly

dependontheroyalfavour.Inthisway,thetheatrewascutofffrom

commonlifeandnolongerremainedanationalinstitutionasitwasin

thetimeofShakespeare.

ThedramatistsofJacobeanperiodcaredlessformeninthestreetand

women in the kitchen.They delighted the courtand king.After

Shakespeare,therewasnootherdramatistwhocouldfillhisspace

whichnaturallymarkedthedeclineoftheJacobeandrama.Theartof

characterizationwaspoorinthedramaofJacobeanplaywrights.the

dramatistrepeatedsuchcharactersasthecheats,bullies,gamblers in



stead ofShakespeare’s immortalcharacters like heroes,heroines,

villainsandclowns.

Jacobeandramatistalsolackedindramatictechniqueinhisdrama.The

dramatistcouldnotmaintainMarlow’s‘mightyline’thatisknownas

blankverse.Intheartofplot-construction,withtheexceptionofBen

Jonson’sVolponeandTheAlchemistandTheWhiteDevilofWebster,

wefindthesignofdecline.Toooftenplot-constructionshowscareless

indetailsandwantofcoherence.Thereareeffectiveepisodesbutnot

structuralgrowth.The Shakespearian always laid emphasis on the

balancebetweenromanceandrealism whichhasbeenpoorlyreplaced

eitherbynarrowsocialactivitiesorbyromanticexcess.

Thepuritanoppositiontothedramaisalsoresponsibleforthedeclineof

dramaduringthisage.EversincethedramabecamepopularinEngland,

thepuritanwagedawaragainstit.Theyregardeddramaandallformsof

entertainmentasthedevil’sworkthatmaycorruptthemoralandethical

valuesofmenandwomen,andallthesesourcesofamusementsmust

be avoided bymen and women.Thus,afterthe death ofWilliam

Shakespeare,thedramabecametoshowsignsofdeclineinmorals,plot

construction,characterizationandtechnique.

Thus,wecansaythatJacobeandramashavenotreceivedsomuch

appreciationbutthedramatistsofthisagehaveshowntheirtalentsand



skillstoform anewkindofdramawhichwasbasedontheconcernof

royaldignityanditssupremacy.

Thisperiodisalsoknownasabarrenperiodindramatic,literature.In

thisperiodtwoplaysareveryfamousthewhitedevilandtheduchessof

malfibyWebster.Bothhidtragediesarebasedontherevengemotif.In

them heemergesasapainstakingartistwhohadinthem refinedthe

materialandmotifsoftheearliertragediesofbloodandgloom,wrought

allthathetookintosomethingricherandsomethingmuchmoresubtly

beautiful.Hehad inaword,convertedmelodramainto tragedy.He

impartedmoralvision,psychologicalsubtlyandemotionaldeathtothe

tragedyofrevengeandhorror.

TherearesomePlaysoftheJacobeanperiodasfollows:-

TheShadowofNightbyGeorgeChapman

EveryManinhisHumourbyBenJonson

AWomanKilledwithKindnessbyThomasHeywood

TheShoemaker’sHolidaybyThomasDekker

TheMalcontentbyJohnMarston

AGameatChessbyThomasMiddleton

ANewWaytoPayOldDebtsbyPhilipMassinger



TheBrokenHeartbyJohnFord
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